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Our Mission

The mission of the Military Order 
of the Purple Heart is to foster an 
environment of goodwill and camaraderie
 among combat wounded veterans, promote 
patriotism, support necessary legislative initiatives, and most 
importantly, provide service to all veterans and their 
families. 

Our members are Combat Wounded Veterans who are 
dedicated to our country and our veteran community. We 
endeavor to do better for each other and by each other 
always. Chartered by Congress for combat wounded 
Veterans. 

The Military Order of the Purple Heart is composed of 
military men and women who received the Purple Heart 
Medal for wounds suffered in combat or by an act of 
international terrorism. Although our membership is 
restricted to the combat wounded, we support all veterans 
and their families with a myriad of nation-wide programs 
by Chapters and Departments. 



SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

*** Military Helicopter fly over at 11:15 ***

1.  Opening Remarks begins at 11:00 AM

2.  Posting of Colors - 49th Marine Aircraft Group

3.  Pledge of Allegiance - Randi Scheck

4.  National Anthem.- Toni Ann Pugliese

5.  Invocation - Fred Banner

6.  Introduction of Honored Guests - Doug Satterfield

7.  Street Dedication & Plaque Unveiling 
                                            Mayor Laura Pfrommer, Marco Polo Smigliani

8.  Honors by Last Salute - Chuck Knutson
 
9.  Recognition of All Veterans

10. Recognition of Vietnam War Veterans

11. Recognition of Gold Star Mothers

12. Recognizing those who made the Dedication Possible
                                                                                
13. Remarks by Congressman JEFF VAN DREW

14. Remarks by State Senator VINCE POLISTINA

15. Remarks by DENNIS LEVINSON

16. Remarks by EHT Mayor PFROMMER

17. Remarks by PAUL HODSON

18. Remarks by MIKE BONGIORNO

19. Guest Speaker Introduction by PAUL SUTTON

20. Main Speaker Remarks SGT MAJOR EDWARD NEAS

21. Reading of Marco’s bio by ORLANDO RAMOS

22. Remarks by MARCO POLO SMIGLIANI

23. God Bless America - Toni Ann Pugliese

24. Medley of Patriotic Songs - EHT High School Band

25. Benediction - Lou Strugula

26. Retiring the Colors - 49th Marine Aircraft Group

27. Ceremony Concludes

28. Light Refreshments at the EHT Community Center

MASTER OF CEREMONY Doug Satterfield



GUEST SPEAKER
Sergeant Major Edward F. Neas, Sr.
United States Marine Corps Reserve (Retired)
Highly decorated United States Marine Corps Sergeant Major 
(Retired) with over three decades of combined active duty and 
reserve service. Combat veteran of the Vietnam War with 
extensive leadership experience across infantry, weapons, and 
civil affairs operations. Proven track record in small unit tactics, 
sniper operations, marksmanship training, and organizational 
leadership. Respected for dedication, valor, and mentorship 
across multiple Marine units. Recipient of multiple personal and 
combat decorations including three Purple Hearts and the 
Meritorious Service Medal.

MILITARY SERVICE HISTORY United States Marine Corps
Active Duty & Reserve Service:1966-1969, 1976-2000

Final Rank: Sergeant Major (E-9)

Active Duty Service (1966–1969)
1966: Enlisted and trained at Parris Island, SC with 
Platoon 121, Bravo Company, 1st Recruit Training 
Battalion

Completed Infantry Training, MOS 0351 
(Assaultman), Camp Geiger, NC

Assigned to H&S Company, 1st Battalion, 2nd 
Marines, Camp Lejeune, NC (Flame-Thrower 
Section and 106mm Recoilless Rifle Platoon)

1967–1968: Volunteered for Vietnam; assigned to 
Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st 
Marine Division

Served in combat at Phu Bai, Quang Tri, Con 
Thien, Hue City (Meritorious Promotion to 
Corporal), and Khe Sanh

Wounded in combat three times, received two 
Purple Hearts for Hue City and a third for wounds 
at Khe Sanh (Hill 861A)

Completed tour in Okinawa; returned to Camp 
Lejeune with 2nd Battalion, 6th Marines; deployed 
to Caribbean

Honorably discharged on May 29, 1969

Marine Corps Reserve (1976–2000)
1976–1978: Re-enlisted with 2/25 Marines in 
Garden City, NY; Meritorious Promotion to 
Corporal; served as Scout/Sniper

1978–1988: Transferred to 2/23 Marines, Los 
Alamitos, CA; promoted to Sergeant, Staff 
Sergeant (1983), and Gunnery Sergeant (1987)

Served as Company Gunnery Sergeant in San 
Bernardino, CA

Completed NCO Academy, SNCO Academy, and 
Scout/Sniper School

1988–1993: Relocated to NJ; joined 2/25 Marines 
in Dover, NJ

Assigned as Weapons Platoon Sergeant, then 
Company Gunnery Sergeant

Activated for Operation Desert Storm (1991); 
attached to V MEF at Camp Pendleton

Promoted to First Sergeant (1993); completed 
SNCO Advanced Course and Primary 
Marksmanship Instructor School

1996–2000: Served as Company First Sergeant, 
Engineer Support Company, 4th Combat 
Engineer Battalion (Baltimore, MD)

Promoted to Sergeant Major (1997); assigned as 
Group Sergeant Major, 4th Civil Affairs Group

Retired from the Marine Corps Reserve in June 
2000

      EDUCATION & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
• Staten Island Community College, NY
• Orange Coast College, CA
• USMC NCO & SNCO Academies
• 1st Marine Division Scout/Sniper School
• SNCO Advanced Course
• Primary Marksmanship Instructor School

         MILITARY DECORATIONS & AWARDS
Purple Heart with Two Gold Stars (3 awards)
Meritorious Service Medal
Navy & Marine Corps Commendation Medal with 
Gold Star
Combat Action Ribbon
Multiple Meritorious Promotions and Unit Citations

COMMUNITY & VETERANS PROGRAMS
Returned to Vietnam in 2016 and twice in 2024 as 
part of the Patriotic Education Program through 
College of the Ozarks, visiting key areas of service 
including Hoi An, Phu Bai, Con Thien, Hue City, and 
Khe Sanh
Honored participant in veteran-student exchange 
and Vietnam War educational efforts



Marco Polo Smigliani
AN IMMIGRANTS SON’S JOURNEY

TO THE UNITED STATES



1972 US MERCHANT MARINE

Marco Polo Smigliani
BIOGRAPHY

An American Veteran Advocate, born 1948 Poggiofiorito 
Provincia Di Chieti, Abruzzo Italia.

1966-1968, Smigliani joined the Merchant Marines, where he 
traveled around the world bringing artillery to Da Nang to help 
the war effort. 1968-1970 Marco enlisted in the U.S. Marines, 
graduated machine gunner. His journey took him to Da Nang 
Vietnam. Smigliani went to combat in the Ashaw Valley with the 
1/9 (1st Battalion, 9th Marines, 3rd Marine division), also known as, 
“The Walking Dead”. Wounded five times in eleven days during his service, Smigliani was sent to 
Charleston Naval Hospital where he recuperated from his severe wounds before being discharged from 
the U.S. Marine Corps. 1970-72 Marco reenlisted in the Merchant Marines and worked on the ship, The 
Columbia Eagle. Hijacked on March 15, 1970, Smigliani and his crew were forced to abandon ship. 
Smigliani returned to Boston continuing to work with the Merchant Marines.

Years later, Smigliani became a Florida Deputy Sheriff. He then headed to Las Vegas where he worked 
as a casino employee for fifteen years.
Smigliani then relocated to Atlantic City. 
He met his wife Donna, had three children 
and became an entrepreneur owning 
Marco Polo Pizzeria.

Today, Smigliani resides in Atlantic County,
 New Jersey. He continues to dedicate his 
life to his country, fellow Americans and 
Veterans.

Service History
Vietnam War, 1961-1975

Branch of Service
Merchant Marine

Service Unit/Ship
SS Columbia Eagle

Location of Service
Boston, Massachusetts, Da Nang, Vietnam; San Francisco, California; Seattle, Washington; Thailand

Dates of Service
1967-1968

Military Status
Veteran

Dates of Service
1967-1968

Vietnam War, 1961-1975

Branch of Service
Marine Corps Service 

Unit/Ship
Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment 

Location of Service
Parris Island, South Carolina; Dong Ha, Vietnam; Japan; 

Charleston, South Carolina

 Dates of Service
1968-1970 Entrance into Service

1968- CAMP GEIGER
US MARINE CORPS BASE



1969 A SHAU VALLEY, VIETNAM



SERVING HIS FELLOW 
VETERANS

MEADOWVIEW
TO DEBUT WING
FOR VETERANS’
HEALTH CARE

RADIO SHOW BRINGS
VETERANS GROUP TO

THE MICROPHONE



ATLANTIC COUNTY 
VA CLINIC

CUMBERLAND COUNTY VA CLINIC
OFFICIALLY OPEN IN VINELAND, NJ

CAPE MAY COUNTY 
OPENING NEW VA CLINIC

OCNJ Daily / Saturday, October 24, 2020



Navy Corpsman Johnny Moore saved my life on March 4th, 1969, 
by killing a North Vietnamese soldier (Sniper)

VIETNAM VET DEDICATES
LIFE TO COMRADE IN ARMS

BUMPS AND 
DETOURS
ON THE ROAD 
TO BECOMING 
A VETERANS
ADVOCATE

WHO IS YOUR HERO?HERO?



VETERANS HONORED AT 
OAKCREST HIGH SCHOOL

ACIT STUDENTS 
HONORPURPLE HEART 

VETS WITH SIGNS

ALDER AVENUE, MILLER SCHOOLS
THANK VETERANS

MARINE CORPS VISIT OAKCREST HIGH SCHOOL

TWELVE VETERANS FROM FIVE BRANCHES OF 
THE MILITARY ARRIVE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS
FROM STUDENTS AT THE ALDER AVENUE AND

MILLER SCHOOLS

EDUCATING YOUNG
PATRIOTS



Committe members Stan Fayer, Marco “Polo” 
Smigliani and Major Lucas Helms

CMOH Robert Patterson, Committee member
Marco “Polo” Smigliani and CMOH Doc Ballard.



ITALIAN IMMIGRANT, DECORATED 
MARINE HONORED AT VETERANS DAY 
CEREMONY FOR LIFETIME OF SERVICE

Smigliani was celebrated for his unwavering commitment to the veteran community.

TOWNSHIP PAUSES TO
REMEMBER WHY WE FIGHT

Vietnam veteram and purple heart
Recipient cpl. Marco Polo snaps a Salute

to the flag during the Memorial Day 
ceremonies at Veteran Memorial park in 

Egg Harbor Township

WOUNDED MARINE, HONORARY 
MAYOR, SAILOR: EHT MAN BORN 

FOR ADVENTURE



Marco Polo
LETTERS TO



“Very few of Us have the privilage to Serve our Nation 
in the field of Battle, But All of Us have the 

Responsability to Serve our Country”
Marco Polo Smigliani



My Deepest Gratitude to

Mayor Laura Pfrommer
Ray Ellis, Jr             Deputy Mayor
Will Pauls                 Committeeman
Paul W. Hodson     Committeeman
Paul Rosenberg       Committeeman

Will Pauls
Paul Sutton
Randi Scheck
Doug Satterfield
Michael Bonjorno
Marco Polo Smigliani

Suzanne Marino
Paul Hodson
Lynn Wood

EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP

PURPLE HEART WAYPURPLE HEART WAY
C O M M I T T E EC O M M I T T E E


